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ASKEA PARISH 
COLLECTIONS 
Development €1,366 
Offertory €1,846 

*************** 
Emergency  
Priest on Duty  
087 2588118 

Askea Parish Community 
Centre Phone  
& Fax 91-42565 
087 1269709 

Mass Times: 
Askea 9.30am Mon-Fri 
Sat 7pm; Sun 9am, 
10.30am & 12 Noon 
Bennekerry Sun 11.30am 
Tinryland Tues 9.30am 
Sunday 10am 
************ 
Deadline for items for 
Newsletter if 5pm on 
Wednesday by phone or 
fax to 9142565 or email 
to office@askeaparish.ie 

Website: 
www.askeaparish.ie 

A divine attribute…….. 
Ten thousand talents today are estimated to be in the 
hundreds of millions!  So it would be a foolish King 
who would allow a ‘servant’ to clock up debt to that 
amount.  Even though his debt is completely 
cancelled, the ‘servant’ is not so forgiving when it 
comes to his own household.  One denarius would be 
the equivalent of he wages of a labourer for a day, so 
one hundred day’s wages is a drop in the ocean in 
comparison.  Those who witness these events are 
‘greatly distressed’ and decide to protest.  You don’t 
have to look too far today to draw parallels to this 
parable. 
 
Peter asks a vital question: how many times do you 
forgive?  The answer may disturb some people but it 
can also liberate us if we allow it to: seventy-times-
seven, i.e. an infinite number of times.  This might 
seem idealistic and even ridiculous, but when we think 
more about it there is no other option.  Without 
forgiveness we allow bitterness to engulf and torture 
us; zapping our energy; preventing us from being at 
peace with ourselves.  When we only seek retribution, 
we enter into chaos.  
 
‘To forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover 
that the prisoner was you.. When we forgive evil 
we do not excuse it, we do not tolerate it, we do 
not smother it.  We call it what it is, let its horror 
shock and stun and enrage us, and only then do 
we forgive it.’          Lewis B Smedes 
 

Jane Mellett – Intercom Magazine 

 

 
 

St Mary’s Parish, Bennekerry 
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

14th September 2014 
Field Day 

The old farmer, nearing death, asked 
To be carried outside and set down 
Where he could see a certain field 
''And then I will cry my heart out,'' he said. 
 
It troubles me, thinking about that man; 
What shape was the field of his crying 
Is Donegal? 
 
I remember a small field in Down, a field 
Within fields, shaped like a triangle. 
I could have stood there and looked at it 
All day long. 
 
And I remember crossing the frontier between 
France and Spain at a forbidden point, and seeing 
A small triangular field in Spain,  
And stopping. 
 
Or walking in Ireland down any rutted by-road 
To where it hit the highway, there was always 
At this turning-point an abutment 
A still centre, a V-shape of grass 
Untouched by cornering traffic, 
Where country lands larked at night. 
 
I think I know what the shape of the field was 
That made the old man weep. 
    William Robert Rodgers 

  



St Mary’s Parish, Bennekerry 
Fr Tom Little PP – Phone 059 9131559.   
Fr Sean Hyland CC 059 9131212.  Newsletter Items – 059 9143881.  
Deadline for News items: - 9pm Wednesdays 
Emergency Number for the Priest on Duty 087 2588118. 
Parish Office – 059 9142565 087 – 1269709. 
Website: www.askeaparish.ie;  email: office@askeaparish.ie 
Anniversaries  
-Sunday 14th September 2014 at 11.30am 
 
 

Collections last Sunday  Development €128      Offertory – €186 
 
PALATINE G.F.C. Lotto Results: 08/09/’14.  Lotto numbers: -03, 10, 
16, & 24.  3 MATCH 3 WINNERS share €200 €70 each  
Winner    Seller 
Chrissie O'Shea   Kitty Farrell 
GGJ Tobin   John Kelly, B'kerry 
Brendan Fitzharris   Nicky Parle 
Promotors Prize €70 - Willie Mullins.  Next Draw on Monday 15th 
September 2014 in Palatine Clubhouse at 10:00pm — tickets €2 each. 
Jackpot €5,400   

********** 
 

CHOIR Rehearsal start on the 22nd September from 
7pm to 8pm in Bennekerry Church. All newcomers are 
welcome. Contact Pádraigín on 087 7770456. 

********** 
The Triumph of the Cross.  The discovery of the True Cross is dated to 14th 
September 320.  On 13th September 335 the churches in Calvary were dedicated and 
the cross that St Helena discovered was venerated there the next day.  The annual 
commemoration of that event has been celebrated since, in praise of the 
Redemption won for us by Christ. 

********** 

  

PALATINE GAA FUN RUN / WALK 
A lot of planning has gone in to the preparations for Pal 
10K/ 5K/ races plus 5K walk which will take place this 
Sunday 14th September. We hope that there will be 
good support from the parish – especially from the 
casual walkers who can set their own pace. The Garda 
Traffic Corps will be in attendance to control traffic and 
the Order of Malta will be present with their ambulance 
just in case someone trips and gets a scratch! We hope 
everyone has a pleasant day and refreshments will be 
available afterwards in the clubhouse as well as a supply 
of water at the start and again on the Link Road during 
the exercise. 
 
We appeal to everyone taking part to be careful on the 
road – especially on the Hacketstown Rd stretch - so 
walking in twos is recommended for safety sake. All the 
junctions will be manned by stewards in high viz jackets  
The subscription for walkers is €10,( €20 for a family), 
€20 for 10K, €15 for 5K. Entries will be accepted in the 
Clubhouse after Mass on Sunday to ensure that the 
events can start on time at 2-30pm as arranged. Please 
take part and feel much better afterwards - even if your 
energy levels have dropped! 
  



 
Farewell to Fr Liam 
The Bennekerry Committee that organised Fr Liam Morgan’s final Mass and 
farewell event wish to thank all the Parishioners and Community who donated 
so generously to this occasion.  For the beautiful and delicious Cakes and 
Tarts that were delivered on the day for the occasion, we thank you.  Thanks 
to everyone who gave their time and went from house to house for donations.    
Fr Liam’s final Mass in Bennekerry was a wonderful celebration for all. We 
thank the Readers, the people who took part in the Procession, those who 
brought up the Gifts, the Bennekerry Parish Choir, the School Choir and Laura 
Clack (teacher & conductor) for their angelic singing, Maria Doyle (Principal) 
and all the Teachers who attended and helped as well as Kevin O Sullivan 
(Caretaker), Margaret Farrell, Sinead Lennon our Organist, Pádraigín Ceaser 
who played the harp and sang so beautifully; the Altar Servers and Eucharistic 
Ministers. A special thanks to Úna, our Sacristan, who prepared the chapel 
and flower arrangements.  A special thanks to the men who looked after the 
car parking surrounding the chapel.  John and Brian, our ushers, who did an 
excellent job, thank you.   
We were delighted to have Liam’s Brother Seamus and Sister Marie and 
extended family and friends celebrating with us on this special occasion; and 
Liam’s invited guests and friends from Newbridge, Carlow and the Church of 
Ireland.  Fr Tom Little who helped celebrate Fr Liam’s final Mass and made 
such a wonderful and heartfelt speech, showing the special bond and 
wonderful working relationship they both had.     
We really appreciated all the hard work that everyone did on the day and in 
the weeks leading up to the event. The ladies that so lovingly prepared the 
sandwiches and served these and the teas and coffee on Sunday at the 
Palatine Club House.  To Liz and Rosanne for their preparation of the Hot 
Food, to the staff of Palatine Club who looked after everyone all day.  
 
To Ned Burke who did MC for the Party that followed in Palatine Club House 
and gave a wonderful overview of Liam to highlight what Liam meant to one 
and all in our community. The traditional players who gave us such beautiful 
music we thank you, Damien and Michelle for their music and entertainment in 
to the early evening,  
 
Presentations on behalf of the Bennekerry Parish and Community, which 
included a Framed Collage of pictures framed by Fine Framers which 
highlighted the many events Liam was involved in during his time with us and 
some special locations of the community close to Fr Liam’s heart.  Also 
presented were a commissioned set of cufflinks designed by Jackie Kielthy, a 
cheque for €3,8011.98 donated by the community and parishioners. The ICA, 
The Active Retirement, Bennekerry NS and George Cole made Presentations 
to Liam on behalf of their organisations. A special thanks to Orla Ryan for the 
beautiful cake which showed such detail was a replica of St Mary’s Church 
Bennekerry, and not forgetting Ruby the cat! 
  

 

Childminder  Needing caring, reliable Childminder in the Palatine Area to 
collect school aged child from school 2 days a week and mind in child’s own home.  
Driving ability is essential.  Contact:-087 7784541 
 
Carlow College of Music Music Makers Class for 4 to 6 year olds takes 
place on Thursdays at 2.30pm in Askea Parish Centre.  Limited places 
available.  Contact Majella on 059 9140676 or info@carlowcollegeofmusic.ie.  
A great introduction to music for young children! 
 
Kennedy Bridge Club reopens on Monday 22nd September in the Seven 
Oaks Hotel.  New members are always welcome to this very pleasant Club. 
 
Free Adult English Classes for beginners starting on Monday 22nd 
September in Askea Parish Community Centre from 7.15pm to 8.15pm.  All 
nationalities welcome.  Bookings may be made by contacting the Centre at 
059 9142565. 
Kurz angličtiny pre začiatočnikov zacina 22 September.  Lekcie sú zadarmo a 
budú prebehat v Askea Parish Community Centre v pondelky večer o 7.15-
8.15. 
Všetky nărodnosti sú vitané. 
Kurs Jezyka angielskiego dla doroslych (poziom podstawowy) rozpoczyna 
sie 22 pazdziernika 2014.  Lekcje bedą nieodplatne i odbedą się w Askea 
Parish Community Centre w poniedzialki wieczorem 7.15-8.15.  Wszystkie 
narodowości sa mile witane. Zadzwon 059 91 42565 i zapisz sie. 
 
Coffee Morning in support of Carlow / Kilkenny Home Care Nurses in 
Cathedral Parish Centre on Thursday 18th September from 10am to 12 noon. 
 
Carlow Kilkenny Home Care Team Coffee Day in Tucker’s Home, 
Brownshill Avenue from 10am to 1pm on Thursday 18th September.  Home 
baking and a walk in the garden.  Bring a friend!  Everyone welcome! 
 
The Irish Wheelchair Association is holding their annual church gate 
collections at all masses next weekend. Any support is greatly appreciated. 
With your support IWA can continue to maintain vital services to people with 
disabilities in this parish. 
 
 



Stress Management Skills Course – 8 weeks – St. Fiacre’s Parish Community 
Centre, Loughboy, Kilkenny – starts on Thursday, 9th October 2014 (7pm – 
9pm) - €90 – Phone: 087 680 9428 for further information.” 
 
Spotlight Stage School returns to Carlow for the 19th year and enrolments 
take place Saturday 13th Sept from 12-3 in the Presentation College, Askea. 
New members welcome. Enquiries to Ciara on 087 8148161. 
 
Dance Classes: Social Beginners – 6 week dance course commencing 
Thursday 18th September from 8pm to 9pm and Dance Fit “Operation 
Danceformation” Latin, Salsa, Jive, Mix Course 9pm to 10pm at the Academy 
of Dance, Carlow.  Phone Fiona 087 2727315. 
 
One day Occupational First Aid Fetac level 5 (Refresher) will take place 
Graiguecullen Pool . Carlow. Sat 11th Oct. 2014 10.00am - 6.00pm. 
participant. Max number per course 10 participants. Please register on line 
ASAP contact Tutor Ali Shahrestani  087-8231276/ info@aliactivetraining.com 
 
ASPIRO CHOIR -  ‘Give It A Go’ free workshops for all age groups 
for September - contact info@aspirochoir.ie / 085-7451111 New Pre-
school age 3+ free sample workshops Éire Óg GAA Clubhouse Monday 
15th, 22nd and 29th September, from 9.30-10.15am, and Saturday 
20th & 27th 9.30-10.15am. 
 
CARLOW ACTIVE RETIRED - Annual Dinner Dance in the Seven Oaks 
Hotel on Sunday 28th. September from 2pm—6pm.  Contact Sean 087 - 
6522374. 
 
ÉIRE ÓG LOTTO WINNING NO’s Mon Sept 8th -2, 6, 21 & 30.  No Jackpot 
Winner 2 x Match 3s received €75 each: Ann Donohoe c/o Ann Donohoe, 
Catherine Butler c/o Tony Noctor. NEXT WEEK’S JACKPOT € 6,800.  Draw 
takes place every Monday night in Teach Asca at 9.00pm.  
Éire Óg presents ‘Strictly Fun Dancing’ in the Woodford Dolmen Hotel, 
Carlow on Saturday Sept 27th 2014.  Doors open @ 6.30pm and the show 
starts at 8pm sharp.  Door Prize and Raffle. Tickets €20 contact club office @ 
9143951.   BINGO every Thursday night starting at 8.30pm with our Jackpot 
standing at €500 this week and a new one has already started... Live band 
music every Sat night with no cover charge. 
  

 
LAST  CHANCE  TO  ENROL  FOR  IRISH  ACTIVITIES: Final registration is taking 
place this week for Glór Cheatharlach’s autumn activities including Irish 
language Classes for adults, After Schools Oral Irish for teenagers and  Sean-
Nós Dancing for children and adults.  Full details on all activities from Emma ( 
085 1340047, 059 9158105) or Bríde (087 285704) or email 
eolas@glorcheatharlach.ie .  Bígí linn agus fáilte 
 
CHILDMINDER REQUIRED Seeking a child-minder to mind 7 month 
baby in child's own home, and older siblings on return from school at 3:30. 4 
days per week during school term. Commencingin November. Enquiries to 
087-9857633. 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION INFORMATION MEETING.  Special Information 
Meeting in Mount St Anne's Killenard, Portarlington, Co. Laois on Saturday 
20th September 2014 at 11am (Registration from 10.00am).   
 
Fun Table Quiz in aid of Setanta Ceatharlach GAA on Friday, 19th 
September at 8.30pm in the Seven Oaks Hotel.  Team of 4 €40. 
 
Carlow Library: Schools are back and Autumn beckons! Your library has 
lots of books to help with a new course, a new project or just a little 
unwinding time; come in and have a look around. 
 
Fun Table Quiz in aid of Setanta Ceatharlach GAA on Friday, 19th 
September at 8.30pm in the Seven Oaks Hotel.  Team of 4 €40. 
 
Used Clothing Collection – Fusion F1 Team - Presentation College 
Carlow are collecting used clothing, shoes,belts, handbags, linens and 
household textiles etc.  (No duvets or pillows), Soft toys e.g. Teddys, Books 
are accepted but no schoolbooks (text or copy) magazines or diaries and no 
household bric a brac.  Bags of clothing can be left into the school between 
Monday 15th and Thursday 18th September during school hours and up until 
4.00 pm on Friday 19th September.  WHERE POSSIBLE PLEASE DONATE AT 
LEAST 3+ BAGS – THIS REALLY DOES RAISE MUCH NEEDED FUNDS FOR OUR 
TEAM.  Please keep mobile phones and laptops (must be intact with power 
lead) in a separate bag.  Further details contact 086 055365. 
 



CATHEDRAL CHORAL SCHOLARS 
The Cathedral "Choral Scholars Programme" has been launched. Aimed at 
young people aged between 15 and 18, this exciting, groundbreaking 
initiative is a partnership programme between the Diocese of K & L and 
Music Generation Carlow and is highly subsidized.   
 
It is a context specific provision programme - specialising in the singing of 
sacred classical church music. The group's primary performance focus will be 
in the context of the liturgical and musical life of the Cathedral. Weekly group 
choral practice, weekly specialist voice training and choral workshops led by 
specialists in choral sacred music, are designed into the programme - Regina 
Hanley (Operatic Soprano), David Forde (Organist & Choral Director, 
Cathedral St. Canices, Kilkenny), Greg Beardsell, Artistic Director of the Irish 
Youth Choir, a leading light in Music Education and Performance and an 
inspirational youth choir expert, Liam Lawton (Composer), Marian Gaynor 
(Choral Director, Carlow Cathedral).  
 
The Diocese's vision is to inspire our young people from all backgrounds to 
become involved, to achieve the highest possible standards in choral singing 
in this genre and moreover to create a flagship ensemble to represent the 
Cathedral and the Diocese.  
 
Auditions will be held on Sat. 13th and Sat. 20th (14.00 - 16.00) at the 
Cathedral Parish Centre, Carlow and rehearsals will begin on Mon. 22nd 
September, 18.30 - 20.15 and every Monday thereafter.  
  
Membership Form and more details can be obtained by visiting: 
www.kandle.ie  or by contacting Marian Gaynor: gaynormarian@eircom.net 
or Liam Lawton: liamlawtonireland@gmail.com.   
 
Tracey Holmes Benefit Night supporting suicide awareness, Sept 
19th, Carpenters Lounge, Carlow Town, 8pm - late. 
Big john's 90's/00's karaoke & disco with raffle, door prize & 90's dress up!   
Tickets €5, contact: 0857070009 or Facebook page: Tracey Holmes memorial 
fund. 
 

Chess Sessions for Junior players will start on Tuesday 9th 
September in Askea Parish Centre at 6.45pm and will continue 
throughout the Autumn and Winter.  Sessions will last one hour.  
Beginners will be very welcome. 

 
Rotary Club Fashion Show  takes place on Wednesday 24th 
September in Seven Oaks Hotel at 8pm.  The boutiques taking 
part are: erre-esse; Touch of Class; Macs Menswear; Nursery 
Rhymes and Dame Ladies Fashion.  Interval Act: ABBA Moments 
performed by Delta Players – Delta Megamix.  The local charities 
being supported by this Fashion Show are: Éist, Talk It Over, Delta 
Centre, Carlow / Kilkenny Home Care and Carlow Day Care 
Centre.  Subscription €15.  Tickets available locally from Carlow 
Day Care Centre or any of the boutiques involved.  Tickets also 
available on the door on the night. 
 
Autumn Dues for the support of the Priests and Bishop 
will be taken up at all Masses in Askea, Bennekerry and 
Tinryland next weekend 20th and 21st September.  We thank 
you for your generosity. 
 
RAINBOWS is a support group for children from 7 to 12 years, who have 
suffered a significant loss in their lives / families, caused by the death of 
someone close to them or by the separation of their parents.   Forms to join 
the next Rainbows programme which will start in September are now 
available at Askea Parish Centre.  Please call in or ‘phone 059 91-42565.  
 

CALENDAR 
Monday 15th:- Our Lady of Sorrows 
Tuesday 16th:-St Cornelius became Pope in 251 and died in exile at 
Civavecchia in 253.  Patron of cattle and domestic animals. 
Wednesday 17th St Robert Bellarmine 1542-1621, Jesuit.  He was Cardinal 
Bishop of Capua, involved in theological controversies of the time.  Patron of 
catechists. 
Friday 19th:-St Januarius, bishop of Benevento, who was martyred in Naples 
in 305, with six companions. 
Saturday 20th:-Andrew Kim Taegon, the first Korean priest, Paul Chong 
Hasang, a catechist, and one hundred and one others were martyred during 
the persecutions of the Church in Korea, 1839-1867. 
  



 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY 
The winners in life’s game are not those who have never tasted of 
failure, but rather those who have failed again and again, but who 
never gave up.  Winners benefit from each failure and see it as a step 
to victory.        Maria Fontaine 
 
 
Kildare & Leighlin Weekly Lotto Results 

For Wed 10th September 2014.  Numbers drawn were 14, 19, 20 & 26.  
No Jackpot winner.   19 Match 3s shared €1,000 - €53 each 
There were 2 Match3s from Askea / Bennekerry.  New Jackpot €11,000. 
Winner   Promoter 
Pat Canavan   Askea Parish Community Centre 
Bill Regan    Patricia O’Regan 
Tickets €2 each – available from Askea Parish Centre.  Please note the draw takes place on 
Wed at 4.30pm in Portlaoise.  Tickets must be returned by 5pm each Tuesday to Askea Parish 
Centre. 
 

In Memoriam 
We ask the Lord to grant eternal rest to: 
 
Sarah Phelan (née Donoghue), Lime Grove, Palatine, Carlow 
Elizabeth (Lill) Redmond (née Cullen), "Tiltwood", 8 Oak Park Road, 
Carlow 
Margaret (Peg) Harmon (née O'Reilly), 4 Kernanstown, Bennekerry, 
Carlow 
 
and we offer our sympathy and the support of our prayers to all who 
have suffered the loss of a loved one at this time. 
 

  

 

Field Day 

The old farmer, nearing death, asked 
To be carried outside and set down 
Where he could see a certain field 
''And then I will cry my heart out,'' he said. 
 
It troubles me, thinking about that man; 
What shape was the field of his crying 
Is Donegal? 
 
I remember a small field in Down, a field 
Within fields, shaped like a triangle. 
I could have stood there and looked at it 
All day long. 
 
And I remember crossing the frontier between 
France and Spain at a forbidden point, and seeing 
A small triangular field in Spain,  
And stopping. 
 
Or walking in Ireland down any rutted by-road 
To where it hit the highway, there was always 
At this turning-point an abutment 
A still centre, a V-shape of grass 
Untouched by cornering traffic, 
Where country lands larked at night. 
 
I think I know what the shape of the field was 
That made the old man weep. 
    William Robert Rodgers 

  



I WATCH THE SUNLIGHT 
I watch the sunrise lighting the sky,  
casting it's shadows near. 
And on this morning bright though is be, 
I feel those shadows near me. 
 
But you are always close to me, 
following all my ways. 
May I be always close to you, 
following all your ways Lord. 
 
I watch the sunlight shine 
through the clouds, 
warming the earth below. 
And at the mid-day life seems to say: 
'I feel your brightness near me' 
 
But you are always close to me, 
following all my ways. 
May I be always close to you, 
following all your ways Lord. 

 
I watch the sunset fading away, 
lighting the clouds with sleep. 
And as the evening 
closes it's eyes 
I feel your presence near me. 
 
But you are always close to me, 
following all my ways. 
May I be always close to you, 
following all your ways Lord. 
 

I watch the moonlight guarding 
the night, 
waiting 'til morning comes. 
The air is silent 
earth is at rest 
only your peace is near me. 
 
But you are always close to me, 
following all my ways. 
May I be always close to you, 
following all your ways Lord. 
 


